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North-Weft of America, about Hudfotfs-Bay, may 
be occasioned by thofe Parts of the World having 
once been much more Northerly, or nearer the Pole 
than now they are ; whereby there are immenfe 
Quantities of Ice yet unthaw'd in thofe Parts, which 
chill the Air to that degree, that the Sun's warmth 
feems hardly to be felt there, and of which the Poet 
might juftly fay, Frigus iners illic habitat pallor que 
tremorque — Ac jejuna fames. 

If this Speculation feem worthy to be cultivated, I 
jfliall not be wanting farther to infift on the Confequences 
thereof, and to mew how it may render a probable 
Account of the ftrange Cataftrophe we may be fure 
has at leaft once happened to the Earth. 



VIII. "Some farther Thoughts upon the fame SubjeB' y 
delivered on the \$th of the fame Month. (By 
the fame. 

IH AV E been advifed fince the lafl: Day, by a Per- 
fou whole Judgment I have great Reafon to refpecl, 
that what I then advanced, oughr rather to be under- 
flood of thofe Changes which might have happen'd to 
the Earth in Times before the Creation, and which 
might poffibiy have reduced a former World to a 
Chaos, out of whofe Ruins the prefent might be 
formed, than of the Deluge whereby Mankind was in* 
a manner extinguiihed about 4000 Years fince; that 
being much more gradually brought to pafs, and with 
ibme Circuniftances that this Hypothefis cannot admit 
of, which abler Pens, perhaps, may account for : 
What I have advanced, I defire may be taken for no 

more 
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more than the Contemplation of the Effects of fuck 
a Choc as might pofiibly, and not improbably, have 
befallen this Lump of Earth and Water inTimes where* 
of we have no manner of Tradition, as being before 
the firft Production of Man, and therefore not know* 
able but by Revelation,or elfe apofteriori by Induction 
from a convenient Number of Experiments or Obfer- 
vations, arguing fuch an Agitation once, or oftner, to 
have befallen the Materials of this Globe. And per- 
haps, in due Periods of Time, fuch a Cataftrophe may 
not be unneceflary for the well-being of the future 
World ; to bury deep from the Surface thofe Parts, 
which by length of time are indurated into ftony Sub- 
fiances, and become unapt for vegetable Production, 
by which all Animals are either immediately or medi- 
ately fuftained: the ponderous Matter in fuch a Mix- 
ture fubfiding firft, and the lighter and finer Mould 
remaining for the latter Settling, to in veil the exterior 
Surface of the New World. This may, perhaps, be 
thought hard, to deftroy the whole Race for the Bene- 
fit of thofe that are to fucceed. But if we confider 
Death fimply,and how that the Life of each Individual 
is but of a very fmall Duration, it will be found that 
as to thofe that die, it is indifferent whether they die 
in a Peftilence out of 100000 ferAnnm ordinarily out 
of 25000 in this great City, the Peftilence only appear- 
ing terrible to thofe that furvive to contemplate the 
Danger they have efcaped. Befides, as Seneca has it, 

Vita eft av'tdw quifquis non vuk 
Mundo fecum pereunte morl. 

N.B. 
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N. B. The foregoing Tapers having been read he- 
fore the Society thirty Tears fince, were then depo- 
fitedby their Author in their Archives, and not pub- 
lijked; be being fenjible that he might have adven- 
tured ultra crepidam; and apfirehenfive leaf by fome 
unguarde dExpreffwn he might incur the Cenfure of the 
Sacred Order. Nor had they now been printed, but 
at the Tie fire of a late Committee of the Society, who 
were pleafed to think them not unworthy the Trefs, 

Here the Reader is defired to objerve, that Mr. 
William Whifton'j Book, entituled, A New Theory of 
the Earth, was not publijhed till about a Tear and a 
half after the T)ate hereof and was not frefented be- 
fore June %4 t 1696. to the Royal Society. 



FINIS. 



ERRATUM, 
Pag. 118. lin. 25, 26. read Relation, 
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